
 

Stop Climate Chaos, 9 Upper Mount Street, Dublin 2, Ireland 

+353 1 6394653 info@stopclimatechaos.ie www.stopclimatechaos.ie 

 

         
2

nd
 February, 2011 

 
Dear [Party Leader], 
 
As Parties draw up their election manifestos we are writing to urge you to ensure that strong 
climate legislation be included within your programme and form a core part of your Party’s 
strategy for Ireland’s recovery. 
 
It was disappointing that there was insufficient time to debate and progress the Climate 
Change Response Bill of 2010.  Climate change has not gone away, however, and ensuring 
Ireland is ready for the challenges presented by climate change and the opportunities 
presented by the emerging green economy are key issues to be addressed by the incoming 
government.   
 
Legislation that enshrines emission reductions targets in domestic law will provide the 
certainty needed for all sectors of Irish society to plan and invest, and provide us with a 
framework in which the government, civil society and the private sector can discuss and 
decide how best to share the effort required to reduce our emissions in a way that is effective, 
equitable and efficient.  Furthermore, a strong climate law would establish the institutional 
framework to support a clean, green enterprise economy and make Ireland a leading location 
for investment and jobs.  In short, strong climate legislation can provide the cornerstone of a 
low-carbon Irish recovery that is economically, socially and environmentally sustainable.  
Effective action on climate change will require a global effort.  Creating a strong legal 
framework for climate policy will show Ireland is finally ready and committed to doing its fair 
share, and will demonstrate to vulnerable countries already suffering the impacts of climate 
change that Ireland will not stand idly by at this injustice.  This is the biggest contribution we 
can make to the international negotiations.  As a developed country, with vastly 
disproportionate emissions for our population size, effective and consistent climate action is 
our obligation.  
 
The principal of climate legislation has cross-party support.  86 TDs committed to support a 
strong climate law as part of the ‘Climate Commitment’ initiative by Stop Climate Chaos in 
2010.  
 
As the CEOs of member organisations of the Stop Climate Chaos coalition, representing 
development, environmental, youth and faith-based groups, we and our supporters look 
forward to engaging with you on your proposals for strong climate action in Ireland during the 
election campaign. 

  
The Stop Climate Chaos Coalition is seeking a strong climate law that includes; 
  

• Legally binding targets for 2020, 2030 and 2050 

• Targets met domestically without buying offsets 

• An Independent Climate Change Committee with the power to publish its reports 

 
The Stop Climate Chaos Coalition is also seeking a plan that ensures Ireland’s financial 
contribution to addressing climate change is separate from and additional to the overseas 
development aid (ODA) budget. 
 
We look forward to working with you on this important matter. 
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Yours sincerely, 
 

   

 
 

Tom Arnold 
Chief Executive 

Concern Worldwide 
 

 

 

 
 

Margaret Boden 
Chief Executive 

Christian Aid Ireland 

 

 

 
 

 
Catherine Brennan 

Chairperson 
Eco Congregation Ireland 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Jim Clarken 
Chief Executive 
Oxfam Ireland 

 
 

 

 
 

Oisín Coghlan 
Director 

Friends of the Earth Ireland 

 
 

 

 
 
 

Justin Kilcullen 
Director 
Trócaire 
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Brian Hanratty 

CEO 
Gorta 

 
 

 

 
 

Alan Lauder 
Chief Executive 

BirdWatch Ireland 

 

 
 

 

  

 

 
Joe Murray 

Director 
Afri 

 
 

 

  

  

 
Ruth McGrath 

Director 
V.O.I.C.E. 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Tom Roche 
Director 

Just Forests 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 

David Rose 
Director 

Presentation 
 

 

  

  
 

Charles Stanley-Smith 
Chair 

An Taisce 

 

 


