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Ireland’s Record
Among rich countries we are 
the sixth most polluting per 
person. If everyone polluted 
like the Irish we would need 
three planet Earths to survive.

If we continue to pollute at 
current levels, we risk reversing 
any gains made in the fight 
against poverty. Countries like 
Malawi have done the least to 
contribute to climate change 
are being hit first and worst by 
its impacts.

Under Kyoto, Ireland was 
allowed to increase its 
emissions by 13%, but by 
2006 the rise was already 
twice our agreed limit.

Rather than implementing 
policies to reduce emissions 
at home, Government has 
allocated €290 million to 
purchase ‘carbon credits’ 
overseas, buying Ireland out
of meeting its targets.

The Science
Climate change is happening 
and humanity is causing 
it. The reports of the UN 
Intergovernmental Panel on 
Climate Change confirm this.

To prevent climate change 
running out of control we must 
limit the rise in average global 
temperatures to 2oC or less. 
To achieve this, we need to 
cut global emissions in half 
between now and 2050.

The Politics
Every country must do its 
fair share to contain climate 
change. By 2050 each of us 
around the world can emit no 
more than 2 tonnes of climate-
changing pollution. Right 
now in Ireland each of us is 
responsible for 17.5 tonnes.

Stop Climate Chaos 
welcomes the programme for 
Government commitment to 
an average cut in emissions 
of 3% a year. To make sure 
it happens we need to see 
that commitment put into law 
along with a clear, fair price on 
carbon pollution across the 
whole economy.

A majority of TDs from across 
all parties have signed the 
Stop Climate Chaos ‘Call 
to Action’ which calls for a 
climate law and carbon pricing. 
Now it’s time for action. Log on 
to www.stopclimatechaos.ie 

*Annual Per Capita Emmissions 2000: CO2, CH4, N2O, PFCs, HFCs, SF6, Climate Analysis Indicators Tool (CAIT) 
Version 5.0. (Washington, DC: World Resources Institute, 2008). http://cait.wri.org/cait.php [Online] Accessed 06/02/2008
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D
ear Taoiseach,

W
ith your E

U
 counterparts you have agreed 

E
urope w

ill cut greenhouse gas em
issions to 

30%
 below

 1990 levels by 2020 as part of an 
international effort to contain clim

ate change.  
For Ireland to do its fair share your governm

ent 
w

ill have to deliver on its com
m

itm
ent to 

reductions of 3%
 a year on average.

P
lease support legislation to give that 

com
m

itm
ent the force of law

. A
nd m

ake sure  
the next B

udget puts a price on carbon across 
the w

hole econom
y, rew

arding those w
ho  

reduce their pollution.

Internationally, Ireland should ensure that 
developing countries receive sufficient,  
accessible and additional finance to enable  
them

 to adapt to the im
pacts of clim

ate change.

I’m
 ready to play m

y part. A
re you?

S
igned:

   P
rint N

am
e:

A
ddress:

 E
m

ail:

 S
top C

lim
ate C

haos w
ill add your

nam
e to the C

all To A
ction em

ail list.
Tick here if you do not w

ant to hear from
 us.

how green 
is ireland?


